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Comprehension: Implications for
Teaching
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It took humans approximately
2,000 years to develop the
concepts underlying an alphabet.
We now expect children to learn
to read in approximately 2,000
days!
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Construction and
reconstruction

 Construct understanding based on analysis and synthesis

= A H « Analyze texts critically
M U Itl p I e Vi eWpO I ntS » Understand multiple points of view

Read i ng fO r Iearn i ng « Expand vocabularies

« Build background and world knowledge

th e n eW « Develop strategic habits

» Decoding skills

Confirmation & Fluency - fueno

« Additional strategies

Initial Reading Sl bifenlan
P re_ R ead i N g « Oral Language Development
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Serious Wordplay
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el d s dad

“genius” happen?
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The entry to stories and children’s books allow young
children to “pass over”:

« To enter another person’s consciousness, age, culture

« Essential for emotions/social learning
Stories are a safe place to

“try on” emotions
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Word Poverty
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Families' Language and Use Differ Across Income Groups

77

Families
13 Professional | 23 Working-class
Parent | Child Parent | Child

7777

72

Measures & Scores
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Protest score’ 41 31

7

777

Recorded vocabulary
size
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Average’ utterances
per hour

........ | Average’ different NSNS

words per hour
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The Number of Words Addressed to Children Differs Across Income Groups

50 million
,- Professional
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v Predictorso
Reading
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“Why is it that the hardest thing children are ever asked
’IcDQ dr? is the first thing they’re asked to do?” --- Merryl
ischa

Learns the alphabetic principle:

Letters connect to sounds

Learns grapheme-phoneme correspondence *
Large gains in phonological, orthographic,

and semantic processes
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decodes text with ease
and good prosody

little cognitive effort to
sound out longer
words

decodes fluently enough
to allocate time to
comprehend AND think

new and creative
thoughts.
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Phonological Orthographic Semantic
processes processes processes

Syntactic
processes
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61% AA

54% H
26% EA
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reading of struggling reader:
Hehadn ever seen dogsfightasthesew_ ishc___ f t andhis

firsex t thim an unf able | n.ltis true,it
was a vi ex ,e Ise he wouldn oth ave lived to

pr it by it. Curly wasthe v . They were camped nearthe
log sto re,w here she, in her friend _ way, made ad to a
husky do g the size of a full- wolf,th__ not halfso large as
_he. _ere wasnow ing, only aleap in like aflash, a met

clip of tee th, aleap out equal__ swift, and Curly'sfa ce was ripp ed
open from eye to jaw.

It was the wolfmannerof fight ,tost_and leap away; but
there was more to itthan this. Th__ or forty huskiesran _othe

spot and notcom d that s tcircle.Buck did not

com d that s tin ,nhotthe e waywith which
they we re licking their chops. Curly rushed her ant , Who
struck ag ain and leap edaside.He met hernext rush with his
chest, inap fash thattum__ ed her off herfeet. She
never re ed them. T his was __att he on ing h uskies had
w for.(London, 1981, p.55)
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Effects of Poor
Reading Fluency

Lowers student
achievement

Lowers student’s ability to
keep up with classroom
expectations

Lowers self-esteem

Lowers student’s interest
in independent reading

Lowers student’s interest
in learning
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‘Components contributing
to Fluenc

| A

Units of Sounds

meaning
Morphology Phonology

System of
Contextual letters

Meaning
Pragmatics Orthography

Semantics

Grammar
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Maria told Patrick to
shovel the driveway.
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Maria pr@mlsed Patrlck
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» Y second is all it takes an expert reader to read almost any
word

Time Description

0-100 ms Turning expert attention to letters

50 - 150 ms | Recognizing a letter,letter pattern, and
word

100 — 200 ms | Connecting letters to sounds and
orthography to phonology

200 — 500 ms | Accessing all that we know about a word:
semantics, morphology, syntax
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to specialize |
left hemispheric processing so
important?
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RAN as a Predictor /

. Kindergarten (Kirby 2001,
Sunseth & Bowers, 2002)
. Letters & Numbers predict
reading fluency (Kirby)

. RAN/RAS correlates with:
- Spelling

- Reading fluency

. Comprehension

- Reading accuracy of unfamiliar
words

- Math Fluency
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TIC FLEXIBILITY

Many Interestine MEANINGS
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| OGICAL STRATEGIES
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